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y To the Charitable ad Wor- 
x thy Gentlemen, who made 
” voluntary Contribution, 
for the Poor of Rothell, 
| 1715. when ſorely viſited 
with the Smallpox. 


GrxTLEMEN, 


Aube every Act of Charity, whether 
of a publick or private Nature, 
whether done in Secret or in the Sobre 
of the World, fball (if perform d with 

a rigbt Mind 0 at laſt meet with an a- 
bundant Recompence from him that 
ſees in ſecret, and rewardeth openly ; 

yet 25 there certainly a Return of 

' Thanks, and grateful Acknowleds- 

| ments duc at preſent from them, on 

whom ſcaſc ll 1 Largeſſes have been : 

| conferr'd. And ſince my poor Pariſhi- 
 oners know not their Bene factors, and 
ä of you have defired that your Alms 
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DEDICATION 


might be in private; I make bold to 


hand their I hanks to you, together 
with one of thoſe plain weekly Diſcour- 
ſes which I preached about ſuch Time 
as I was diſtributing your Bounty a- 
mong them. 


\ 


T hat each of you, and your Poſte- 


rates, may, after many Days, find 
the Bread which ye have caſt upon 


the Waters; and receive with In- 
creaſe what ye have thus lent unto 


the Lord, the ſincere and hearty 
Prayer of * 
Tour moſt obliged and 


miaſt bumble Servant, 


JOSEPH CATTELL. 
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| KRECALLED. 


= 2 


II S AM. XXIV. IG. 


Ad when the Angel flretched out his 
Hand upon Jeruſalem, to deſtroy it, 

the Lord repented him of the Evil, 
and ſaid to the Angel that deſtroyed 


| the 1 It is enough, ſtay nom 

N thme 111 | 

1 N this Chapter the Hiſtorian gives an 
N Account of one of thoſe heavy judgments 

\ which the Sins of the Iſraelites had drawn 


A. down upon them in the Reign of King 
David. He tells us in the firſt Verſe, that the 
Anger of the Lord was again kind led againſt 7/- 

rael; intimating, That as he had many Times "ll 

been incens'd againſt them for their yy — = 
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The Deſtroying e Ange] Recalled, 
dings and Provocations, (and not long before 
for the Slaughter of the Gibeonites) and ſe- 
verely puniſh'd them : So now, upon the Ac- 
count of ſome new and great Offence, he had 
determined to lay his afflicting Hand heavy up- 
V >. --- 2” 
What the particular and moſt provoking Sin 
of the People was at this Time, is not ex- 
preſly mentioned in the Hiſtory ; yet ſome of 
the Learned are of * Opinion, . That it was 
their reyolting from, and denying their Alle- 
giance to him, whom God the Fountain and O- 
riginal of Power, had ſet over them as their 
rightful Sovereign, and following Ab/alom ; or 
elſe their going after Sheba, the Son of Bichri, 
who made a Diviſion and Commotion among the 
People, when Jſrael and Judah were at Strife a- 
bout bringing back their King, each endea- 
vouring to ſhew the moſt loyal and forward 
Zeal in that great Affair. But as theſe Offen- 
ces had already been puniſhed in ſome mea- 
ſure, the former by the Slaughter of twenty 
thouſand Men, and the latter by the Loſs of 
Sheba's Head; there are others, who, with 
good Reaſon, judge, that their Epidemical, 
and moſt reigning Sin was Luxury and Intem- 
perance, the Abuſe of that Plenty and Abun- 
dance which God gave them after the three 
Vears Famine, which happen'd upon the fore- 
mentioned Account, viz. for the Slaughter of 
thoſe Perſons, whom the Iſraelites with an Oath 
had promiſed to ſpare. ODT. 
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Before I come to the diſtinft handling of 


thoſe Particulars which may be obſerved in the 
Text, I think it neceſſary to make a Remark 
or two upon ſome Paſſages in this Hiftory, 
which may be of Uſe to remove thoſe Scruples 
and Objections which may ariſe in the Mind of 
the gainſaying, or captious Reader. 7 


I. It is ſaid, in this Place, That God moved 
David to number the People, whenas he quick- 
ly after laid a fore Affliction upon his People, 
and in them upon him, for doing of it. If this 
Action of David was ſinful, in any Reſpect con- 
trary to the Will of God, how could he ſtir 
him up thereto? becauſe he then would have 
been the Author of Sin, and promoted that 
— * he difliked, and was reſolved to pu- 
niſh. | CC 

But this Difficulty will not appear great, if 
we conſult 1 Chron. 21. 1. where the whole 
Matter is related more clearly, and with ſome 
Circumſtances which are omitted in this Chap- 

tex. | 
It is there expreſly ſaid, that Satan food up 
Again Iſrael, and he provoted David to number 
P 1 ee 
So that comparing theſe two Places together, 
we ſhall find, That all that God contributed 
towards it was, the withdrawing, and with. 
holding his Grace from the King, for that Seas 
ſon, (which, he might do, his Gifts being free; 
without the leaſt Imputation of Injuftice) and 
ſuffering the Devil, who watches all Opportu- 
nities to ſeduce Men, and more eſpecialſy thote * 
that are in eminent Stations, to prevail with 


him by his Suggeſtions to do that ſinful Action. 


St. 


2 
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8 The Deſtroying Auge! Recalled. 

 Jam.r.13.'St. Fames is very clear and expreſs in this Mat- 
ter, Let no Man ſay when he is tempted, I am 
rempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with 
Evil, neither tempteth he any Man; but every 

Man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
Luft and enticed. 4 * 

* © It cannot by any Means conſiſt with the 
Notions we ought to entertain of God, to 
_ © ſuppoſe, That a Being perfectly good, ſhould 
© lead Men into inevitable Ruin; or, That a Be- 
© ing perfectly holy, ſhould be Author of, or 
© Partaker in the Sins of Men; or, That a Be- 
ing perfectly juſt, ſhould puniſh Men for 
Facts by himſelf ordain'd, and without any 
* Seeking, or Concurrence of their own, ne- 
© cefſarily brought upon them. So that all 
thoſe Places of Scripture, which ſpeak of God's 
ll tempting Man, are to be underſtood of his per- 
Wo | miſſive Will, unleſs it be where he did it b 
| ; wuay of Probation, for the Trial of their Fait 
| 
| 
} 
ij 
| 
| 


and Obedience, as in the Caſe of Abraham, and 
the like. . | Tr 


Exad. 20. II. Some are not well ſatisfied wherein 
I2. this great Sin of King David lay, in numbering 
the People ; for in the Law, God ſeems to give 
Leave and Conſent that 1t may be done upon a 
certain Condition there ſet down; which is, 
that when at any time the Number of the 
People ſhould be taken, they ſhould give, every 
Man, a Ranſom for his Soul unto the Lord: 
This Ranſom was half a Shekel, and was to be 
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* Dr, Stanhope, | Fl, 4. 2. 270. where this Point is en. 
| ap- 
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The Deſtroying Angel Recalled. 
appointed for the Service of the Tabernacle of 
the Congregation, that it might be a Memorial 
anto the Children of Iſrael before the Lord, to 
make an eAtonement for their Souls. = 

And it is there expreſly ſaid, That this ſhould 
be given, That the Plague might not break out 4- 
mong them. And upon this Account *ſome are 
of Opinion, That David in his raſh and incon- 
ſiderate Defire to know the Number and 
Strength of his Subjects, did not pay that Half 
Shekel, but detained from God what he had 
demanded as his own Due. Others think that 
he might number thoſe that were under the 
Age of one and twenty Years, which the Law # 
did not give him Leave to do. But whether he 
that was converſant in the Law of God; and 
made it his daily Study; whether he failed-in, 
any of theſe Points, we are not able to deter- 
mine: And therefore *tis more reaſonable, to 
think, that he did it in the Pride of his Heart, 
for Vanity and Oſtentation, and, as at that 
Time, relying more upon the Arm of Fleſh, 
than upon the Lord his God, with whom it is e- 
KK qual to ſave by many or by few. | 
And this will yet further appear, if we ob- 
ſerve, That when he gave Orders to Joab to 
ſet about that unhappy Work, the chief, and 
only Reaſon which he gave, wag, that trifling 
one, That he might know the Numbhr of them. 
He was not at that Time engaged in War, 
or threatned by any formidable Enemy which 
might put him upon ſearching into the Strength 
of his Kingdoms; but it ſeems to proceed ra- 
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20 * The Deſtroying Ange] Recalled. 


ther from the Want of his being employed in 

ſome Undertaking becoming a *Prince ; which 
likewiſe at another time drew him into a very 
fad Miſcarriage. ck 


III. Another Remark which we may make 


upon this Place, is, That after he became ſen- 


ſible of his Sin, and the Danger which he had 


thereby brought upon his People, he was ex- 


tremely concern'd for them, even more than 
for the Safety of his own Perſon : He deſired of 
God, That the Puniſhment might fall upon 
him, and his Father's. Houſe ;, but, ſaith he, as 


0 for theſe Sheep, meaning his Subjects, what have 


they done? fo : ? 

I He was really and truly what Kings are 
often called, The Shepherd of the People. He 
made his Subjects Grievances his own, and be- 
ing the Head, had a quick Senſe of whatſoever 
made the Members of the Body Politick unea- 
fie. A rare Example for Princes; very proper 
to inſtruct them how much the Wellfare of the 
People ought to. be their Care. To teach them, 


That they ſhould not follow their own private 


Humours, their Pleaſures, their covetous or 
ambitious Deſires ; but tudy how they may bert 
preſerve the People committed to their Charge, in 
Wealth, Peace, and Godlineſs, . 

As to ſome other Difficulties, and ſeeming 


Contradictions, which may be obſerved betwixt 


— 
I 
* 
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- + Ibiin gregem ſibi commiſſum tanta dileRio paſto- 
ralis, ut pro eis ipſe vellet mori, quando populo nume- 

rato peccatum elationis ejus fic punire placuit Deo, ut 

eundem numerum minueret morte multorum, cujus 
multitudine cor Regis fuerat ſuperbia pertentatum. 


& Auguſt, cont. Fauſtum. 


the 
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The Deſtroying eAngel Recalled, 
the Narrative in this Chapter, and that 1 Chron. 
21. as the three Years Famine in one, and fe- 
ven in the other: The vaſt Difference in the 
Number of Men delivered in to David; the 
different Names given to the Perſon of whom 
S he bought the Place where he built an Altar, 
= Oc. — are all clearly reconciled, and lear- 
nedly explained by * thoſe that have commen- 

ted upon this Part of the Scriptures. 

Theſe Things being premiſed, I come to con- 
ſider tHoſe Particulars which may be obſerv'd 
in the Text. As, | 


1 That God Almighty takes Notice of National 
Sins, and often puniſhes them i na peblick and 
remarkable Manner. 


II. That raging and infectious Diſeaſes, have 
been, and may be made uſe of by him, as Scout 
ges to an offending hex wr 


III. That be wakes uſe of the Miniftry of An- 
gels, in puniſhing Mankind, as well as in o- 


ther T1 ranſattions between this World and that - 


( | which i is inviſible, 


IV. That in neee god puniſhing he rememe 
bers Mercy, and when he ſees a People repent 


. and humble themſelves under his Hand, re- 
pents him of the Evil, and commands the de- 


* 8 to ſay his Hand. 


* A Lapide. By. Patrick, Kc. 


B 2 I. The 
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1 SETS | | | 
N /troying eAngel Recalled. 


I. The Text will inform us, That gad takes | 
| particular Notice of National Sins, and often | 
puniſhes them in a publick and remarkable 


Aanner. Ie 

1 And that it ſhould be ſo, none can want to be 
| 1 informed, who conſiders God as the Creator of | 
ſ | 4 the Univerſe, as the Great All-wiſe Law-giver, | 
Tl and Supreme Governor of all Things. He is | 
1 the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, the | 
11 only Ruler and Controuler of Princes, doing 
N whatſoever he pleaſes in the Kingdoms of Men, 
| | J Pulling down, and ſetting up, and none may 

| ſtay his Hand, or ſay. unto him, What doeſt 

. thou ? And this he hath an undoubted and in- 
1 defeaſible Right to do, becauſe he that created 
1 muſt govern, and overſee the Works of his own 

1 Hands; for as none can mend, ſo none can 

4 maintain what he hath ſetup. 55 

i And it's an Inſtance of infinite Love and Con- 

. deſcenſion, that he will preſide over the 


Worlds which he hath made. So the Pſalmiſt 
eſteemed it, as we ſee from his own Words ; 
Pf, 113.6. He bhymbleth himſelf to behold the Things which 
| are done in Heaven and Earth, © | | 
| © It is a great Condeſcenſion in him, that | 
4 he will have any Reſpect to the moſt Illuftri- | 
= b cus of the Heavenly Bodies; tho' he be ſo 
= © gracious alſo as to extend his kind and care- 
==  _ * ful Providence, even to us, who dwell upon 
4 f © this poor low Spot of Eartn. 
What additional Happineis can it bring to | 
kim that is infinitely bleſſed in himſelf, to take 
Notice of the Kingdoms of this World, and 
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The Deſtroying eAngel Recalled. 
the Princes thereof, and to concern himſelf in 
their Aﬀairs? He muſt have. continued hap- 
py in his own Eſſence, if the World had never 
been created. But ſince his Wiſdom has con- 
trived, and his Power produced it, they muſt 
ſtill be employed in ſuper- intending the Mat- 
ters which are there tranſacted, and preſerving 


. Things from running into Diſorder and Confu- 


ſion; and of his wiſe and regular Government, 
ve have no clearer Inſtances than in the Nation 
of the Jews, a People in a peculiar Manner cho- 
ſen to be his own; . . el 
He was nigh unto them in all Things which 
they called upon him for, a God rkady to help 
in Time of Need: But as his Ear was open to 
their Prayer, ſo was his Eye upon their Carri- 
age and Behaviour, to obſerve whether or not 


they walked worthy of the Mercies and Privile- 


ges which they enjoyed. So that if 1/rael had 
finned, Iſrael muſt be puniſhed ; all thoſe va- 
rious Calamities which befel] them; the ſe- 
veral Plagues which brake out, the Captivities 
into which they were tarried ; the Famines 
and Barrenneſs of the Barth, which ſometimes 


happened, were ſo many Scourges for National 


Sims. | | | | 
- When they grew negligent of the Service of 


God, abuſed his Prophets, mingled with the 


Heathens in their Abominations, or upon 
Account became provoking, they ſoon felt the 


11] Conſequences of their Offences, iri the Trou- - 


bles which fell upon them. And that their Af 
flictions came from God, they were highly ſenſi. 
ble, becauſe they did not expect the Removal 
of them, till by Faſting and Prayer, and crying 

_ mightily unto him, they had given publick Signs 


of their Repentance, Whilſt 
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Whilſt the accurſed thing was among them, 
there was no ſtanding before their Enemies; no 
Eaſe or Quiet to the People, ſo long as Wicked- 
neſs and the Abettors of it found Shelter in their 
And that God ſhould puniſh National Sins 
with publick Judgments at preſent, is highly 


J <— reaſonable upon this, as well as many other Ac- 
BS counts, viz, becauſe, at the laſt Day, whole 
1 Kingdoms are not to be judged together in ſuch 


Bodies as they once have been; but, that Judg- 


ment will be of particular. Perſons, that each 
may receive according to the Deeds done in the 
Body, whether good or bad. 
And tho' all ſuch as are, and have been chief 
Agents in the Promotion and Commiſſion of 
National Sins, ſhall at laſt receive greater Dam- 
nation, a moſt terrible and amazing Sentence; 
yet this doth by no means hinder God from 
mewing. preſent Inſtances of his Diſpleaſure up- 
on a wicked and ungrateful Nation. For by 
thus inflicting Puniſhment, he keeps up the 
Dread of himſelf, and calls loudly to the World, 
that every one ſhould hear and fear, and do no 
more preſumptuouſly: And therefore if at any 
time we feel his Hand lying heavy upon us, in 
” any-of thoſe Judgments wherewith he was wont 
to correct his own People; let us immediately 
ſearch for, and endeavour to remove the Cauſe 
thereof. | of | 


EAT ns * 
* 


| 5 — Let us labour after a publick Reformation, 


by true Repentance, and the Change of our own 
Lives; for in ſo doing we ſhall contribute ſome- 
thing towards the Removal of the common 
| GSirevance. a FEE | 7 
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But if it ſhall ſtill hang heavy, and we muſt 
with others groan under it for a Time; we may 
poſſeſs our Souls in Patience upon this one Con- 
ſideration, that if we have ſincerely done our 
Duty, we ' ſhall, through the Merits of Chriſt, 
be delivered in the Great Day, from entering 
into the bitter Pains of Eternal Death. 


4 I. The next Thing to be e in the 
Text, is, That raging and infectious Diſeaſes 
have been, and may be, made uſe of by Al- 
mighty God, as Scourges. to an nn 

People. 

The Wealth and Proſperity of a Kingdom do 
much conſiſt in the Multitude of People, peace- 
ably and induſtriouſly behaving themſelves in 
their ſeveral Callings and Capacities: So that 
the Diminution of them is a publick Evil or 
Calamity, and tends to the Weakening and O- 
verthrow thereof, by what Means ſoever they 
are taken away. 

And what vaſt Numbers have been ſwept off 
by infectious and ſpreading Diſeaſes, the tragi- 
cal Accounts which we meet with in all Hiſto- 
ries do- ſufficiently inform us. The 1ſraelites 
were many times greatly diminiſhed by this 
Judgment, as when they murmured againſt Num. 16. 
Moſes and Aaron, in the Caſe of Baal Peor, men- 46. 


tioned by the Pſalmiſt, and again in the Hiſtory Fal. 106. 


before us. It is called one of God's four ſore ?“. 


Judgments: And in that Chapter where the Deut. 28. 


Curſes upon Difobedience are denounced,” he 
threatned that he would ſmite them with a 
Conſumption, with the Fever, with an Inflam- 
and extream Burning, with the Botch of 

Egypt, and with the Scab. whereof they could. 
not be 2 led. | And 


The Deſtroying eAngel Recalled. 14 
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And in the ſame Place he mentions their Free- 
dom from theſe Diſeaſes, as one of the choiceſt 
Bleſſings to be ſent down as the Reward and En- 
couragement of their Obedience. And. the 
Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of that Safety and Protection, 
which good Mea ſhould find under the Wing 

of Providence, even in the moſt dangerous 

Times, looks upon their Freedom from noiſom | 
Diſeaſes, as no ſmall Branch of their Happineſs. 
Thou ſhalt not be afraid, for the Terror by Night, 


nor for the Arrow that flieth by Day; nor for the 
Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs ; nor for the 


Deſtruttion that waſteth at Noon-day. A thou- 


. ſand ſhall fall beſide thee, and ten thouſand at thy 
| Right Hand, but it ſhall not come nigh thee, 


What an ineftimable Blefling this ought to 


be eſteemed, is beſt known to them, whoſe Lot 
it is to live in Times and Places of great Morta- 


lity. For the Judgment extends not only to 
thoſe upon whom the Stroke of the deſtroying 
Angel immediately falls; but every one muſt 
in ſome reſpect or other bear Part of the Weight 
of it. The Healthy, and ſuch as remain un- 


touched of the Infection, yet feel Smart and 


Anguiſh from the Sword, as it rebounds from 
their Friends or Relations Breaſt, whoſe Groans 


and Complaints pierce even through their Soul. 


To ſee the Havock, which at ſuch Times is 


made of Mankind, and Death reigning in open 
Triumph; to hear the frequent and ſolemn 
Tolling of the Bell, and the Wailing of the 


Mourners which go about the Streets; to ſee 
the Healthful cut off in a few Days; Children 
the Hopes of Families, and Parents the Sup- 
port of their Children, taken one from another; 
Private Alliances broken, and all the Meaſures 
2 5 _ _ quaſh'd, 
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quaſh'd, which were ſettled and laid out for 
the Support and Maintenance of Families: 


Theſe Things. muſt needs be very ſhocking and 


terrible, to every one that hath any Remainders 


of Compaſſion or Humanity left. And the 
Numbers of Widdows and Orphans, which in 
ſuch Seaſons are left, whoſe Poverty and ſad 


Circumſtances throw them upon the Charity 


and Subſtance of others, are no ſmall Burden to gf 
_ thoſe that eſcape. And, as to come to the 


Grave in a good old Age, to deſcend thither 


by gentle and eaſy Stages, and eſcape the 
rougher Hand of violent Diſeaſes, and ſudden. 


Death, is what we all deſire ; it muſt be looked 
upon as an heavy Judgment, when not only 
ſome few (for ſo it ever was and will be) but a 


conſiderable Branch of a People, City, or Vil- 
lage, are ſwept away in a ſickly Seaſon, - 

. Men have not then thoſe Opportunities of 
_ drefling and trimming their Souls, as otherwiſe 
they might have had, of ſetting Things in order 


upon a ſpiritual or temporal Account, or in- 
deed of doing for themſelves or Poſterity, what 


they would have been glad of a more leiſurely 
Time of performing. . Ts 


III. Another Thing to be conſidered in the 


- , Text, is, That God makes uſe of the i- 


niſtry of Angels in the puniſhing of Mankind, 
24 well as in other Tranſactions between thi 
. World, and that which is inviſible. © 


This is clearly manifeſt from the holy Scrip- * 


tures; and tho” in the Book of Geneſis there be 
no expreſs Mention of their Creation, yet that 


they are included in the Hoſt of Heaven, is 
moſt certain, becauſe we ſoon' hear of their 
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The Defiroying eAngel Recalled. 
Miniſtry, and being ſent out upon ſeveral Ex- 
peditions by him whoſe Servants they are. By 
theſe glorious Beings the Patriarchs of old re- 
ceived Meſſages from God of the greateſt Im- 
portance; and by theſe ſwift Meſſengers, great 
in Power, was Sodom deſtroyed, that Sink of 


unnatural Abommations. The Pſalmiſt, ſpeak- | 


ing of the Plagues brought upon the Egyptian, 


- faith, that God ſent: evil Angels among them. 
| Theſe were not only Inftruments in the Hand 


| Wiſdom, 


chap. 17. 


3 
Mat. 18. 


10. 


of God in the Execution of thoſe ſtrange judg- 


neſs terrified them with fearful Noiſes, as of 
the falling of Waters, of the paſſing by of wild 


Beaſts, of the hiſſing of Serpents, and with dif. 
ma} Spectres md Apparitions, as is excellently 


ſet forth in the Book of Wiſdom. © 
The Angels always ſtand ready to fulfil the Wil 


of the Almighty, and to hearken to tht Word N his 


Month ; and being exceeding ſwift in their 


tion and Operations, che Command is no ſooner 
given forth, but the Execution of it is imme- 
diately ſet about, and ſoon accompliſhed. © 


Our Saviour, warning the World to have a 


care of offending the meaneſt of his Diſciples, | 


faith, that in Heaven their Angels always be- 
hold the Face of his heavenly Father. Which 
Phraſe. Dr. Zammond-mterprets of their waiting 


and attending as Servants in the Preſence of 


God; beholding his Face as his immediate Of. 


ficers, ready to go at his Nod, to revenge the 


Time which the Plague laſted, and was come 


Wrongs' and Injuries done to his Servarits upon 


Earth. And we may obſerve in the Hiftory 


before us, that the deſtroy ing Angel had feat 
tered the infection far and e, n that ſhort 
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ments: but in the Time of that palpable Park- 
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immediate and hidden Way, is altogether un- 
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to Jeruſalem; and this is thought to have been 
done in about eight Hours time. 

How, and by what means he fpread the Con- 
tagion, whether by extracting the poiſonous 
Particles from Plants and Minerals, and mixing 
them with the common Air, or by ſome more 


certain, nor can it be of uſe to us enquire into it. 

The only Remark which I ſhall make upon 
this Particular, is this, That we ought awfully 
to admire the Power and Wiſdom of Almighty 
God, who can, when he pleaſes, puniſh us by 
the ſame Creatures, from which we often re- 


ceive the greateſt Benefit. The Angels are fre- 


quently ſent out upon gracious Errands'to Man- 
kind; to bring glad Tidings of great Joy; to pre- 
ſerve the Servants of God from Dangers ; to 
deliver them from Priſons, and the Exp eftation 


of their Enemies ; and to keep them in all their 


Ways : And at other Times to correct, and 
bring Afflict ions, and to become the Meſſen- 
gers of unwelcome News to the World. 

And the fame Air which we breathe, whos: 


by the Heart is ſo comfortably fanned and cool- 


ed, and without the free Uſe whereof we 


ſhould immediately die ; the fame Air, when 
God is pleaſed to have it ſo, becomes unwhol- 


ſom to us, and we ſuck in with i it Sicknels, ne, 
Death it ſelf. 2 


W. The laſt Thing which I was to bene 


is, That in Judgment and puniſhing, God re- 
© members «Mercy, and when he ſees. that 4 


People do truly repent, and humble themſelves, 


he will repent of the Evil which be * to 
C 2 do, 
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\ The Deſiring Angel Recalled. 


for it is ſaid, That God repented, 


do, and command the deftroying Angel to 
Stay his Hand. 9 88 | 5 
He ſtiles himſelf a God gracious and merci- 
ful, flow to Anger, and of great Kindneſs; and 
ſo we find him to our great Comfort, in all his 
Dealings and Tranſactions with the Sons of Men. 
His Mercies and Favours are of large Extent, 


and long Continuance, but his Wrath endures 


but the Twinkling of an Eye. No ſooner doth 
be ſee a Relenting, and the Dawnings of a Re- 


formation in an offending People, but his Com- 


paſſion moves towards them, and he taketh 
ſomething from the Weight of their Affliction. 
How tenderly doth he expreſs himſelf to- 


wards his People, ſoon after the Threatning 


was denounced! How ſhall I give thee up, E- 


phraim; how ſhall I deliver thee up, rael! mine 
Heart is turned within me, my Repentings are kind- 


led together, I will not execute the Fierceneſs of my 


Wrath, for I am Sad, and not Man. And how mer- 


cifully did he deal with*them in the Inſtance 
now before us! TheThreatning was, That if Da- 
vid made Choice of that Puniſhment, he ſhould 
have three Days Peſtilence in the Land; but 


upon his, and his People's Repentance in Sack- 
cloth, the Angel was commanded to ftop, in a 
much ſhorter Time. - For though it be ſaid, 


That God ſent the Sickneſs from Morning until 
the Time appointed, yet there is good Reaſon 
to believe, that it laſted but a ſhort Space; 

d com- 
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Comber on 2he Prayer in Time of Common Plague or, Sick- 
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repented, which he ſeeing they did, ihortned 
the Time. || The Septuagint, and Joſe 
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"The Deſtroying «Angel Recalled. 
manded the Meſſenger of Death to ſtay his 
Hand, which intimates that the Work at firſt 


laid out was not carried on ſo far as to be whol- 
Iy finiſh ed, T „ | 27 


God did not change his Mind, but revoked 


that which he had decreed upon a certain Con- 
dition, which was, That there ſhould be three 


Days Peſtilence, unleſs David, and his People, 


» 
* 


expreſly ſay, That it laſted but till Dinner- 


time; and though ſome, by conſulting the O- 
riginal, would have it laſt to the Time of the 


Evening Sacrifice, becauſe the Word there;ſig.' 
nifies an Aſſembly; yet this makes no great 


Difference; but the Time was ſhort, in Com- 


pariſon of three whole Days. . 
Therefore ſeeing our Heavenly Father is ſo 
gracious and compaſſionate, ſo ready to hear 
our Supplications, and remove our Grievances, 
how ought this to move and encourage us to ap- 
ply our ſelves to him in all our Afflictions of 


lepgthen our Tranquility, avert any Judg- 


ments we are fearful and apprehenſive of, or 
remove any that we lie under, fo effectually as 


6 


| Was 
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+ Qui propoſuerat mortem triduo exercere in terrà, 
ne unum quidem diem paſſus eſt preterire, ſed ad horam 


| — 4 lidenter indulfitz &, ut verbo Scripturz utar, 


abvuir penitentiam ſuper malitiam. 


_ Vide Domini gratiam, quod & ipſe 3 propofita con» 


ditione deflexit. Numquid aliquod miſerationis eſt erimen, 


_ quia plus minatur & minus egit, qui in remuneratione, 
præmiorum ſua 


® 


romiſſa cuſtodit, in exactione peatiarum pres 
eriptum remordet? St. Ambr. in Plal. 37. 
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what kind ſoever they be. Nothing can either 
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The 1 cy Recalled 
feryent Prayer, fincere Devotion, and bums 
bling our ſelves in the Sighe of God, His mer. 
ciſul Ears will be open. ta our Prayers, and he 


will heal our Souls and Bodies, if we come to 


him in ſuch a Way as he hath. cammanded. And 
that be may be moved to have Compaſſion on 

m in our preſent Affliction, I ſhall conclude this 
Diſcourſe wi with ſome of thaſe excellent Petiti- 
ons uſed by IR * . 


2 
0 Ale, Zard God, * in thy ae, 
ahbe Knees of our Hearts, we in- 

treat nd wr Fo thee to remove the Scourge of thy © 
Wrath from us, a thaz of old didf# tows « thy Peo- 
ka he Jake : end os we can ſcarce e- 
Repentance, yet thou who art infinitely gra- 

ciaus, Raythy Hand, and let thy jut Anger — 


Fra us. Give Health to the Sick, Strength ta the 


weak, Safeiy to the Saund; and — away all Sick- 


 weſs and Diſco from us thy — 8 - for the ſale 
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Te be Sold at the ſame Places, and 
N ritten by the ſame Author, 


7 T. HE Neceſſity of Human Endeavours, 
in order to procure the Divine Afſiſtance; I 

ſet forth ina SERMON preach'd in the 

. Pariſh-Church of Rothwell, March 128, 1711. 


being theDay appointed by Her late Ma jeſty for 


a General Faſt and Humiliation, to be obſerved 
in a moſt Solemn and Devout Manner : For 
obtaining the Pardon of our Sins, and avertin 
thoſe heavy * which they have mo 
juſtly deſerved; and Imploring GE O D's Bleſ- 


ſing for Aſfiſtance on the Arms of Her Ma- 


jeſty, and Her Allies, engaged in the War; 


J and for Reſtoring and Perpetuating Peace, 
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